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Build more homes where people want to live
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Source: https://www.whitehouse.gov/cea/written-materials/2021/09/01/alleviating-supply-constraints-
in-the-housing-market/
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Rigid, one-size-fits-all land use 
regulations prohibit diverse homes
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Existing residents exercise veto power 
over new development
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Give poor people money
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Stop building homes in the wrong places
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Homeownership is the root of the 
racial wealth gap
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Reliance on property taxes encourages 
"fiscal zoning“ by local govts
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Figure 6.2 Local governments depend heavily on property taxes



We need systemic policy changes

• Local 
– Reform rules governing housing production

– Allow diverse housing types at wider price range

• State
– Create financial carrots & sticks that nudge localities 

toward pro-housing reforms

– Share revenues & infrastructure costs regionally

• Federal
– Expand financial support for low-income households

– Encourage wealth-building outside homeownership
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The main obstacle to better housing outcomes 
is not the absence of good policy ideas, but 
wicked hard politics.

Fixer Upper 10



11Fixer Upper



12https://www.brookings.edu/book/fixer-upper/

https://www.brookings.edu/book/fixer-upper/

